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MASTERY CURRICULUM | OVERVIEW
VISION
‘Academic excellence, educational equity, and fairness demand a strong foundation of
knowledge for all learners.’ – E.D Hirsch
At AJK our pupils deserve a curriculum that is challenging, interesting and prepares them for academic
success and further study. At each point the knowledge, conceptual understanding and skills that need
to be mastered in order to move on have been defined. All subject areas should prepare pupils for
future study within this discipline, leaving no doors closed to pupils as they narrow their choices later
in their education. As teachers, we should know our curriculum inside and out; we use this knowledge
to support rapid and sustained progress at all levels and celebrate when pupils master this.

AJK PRIMARY CURRICULUM

ALL-THROUGH
Our curriculum is
backwards planned
from KS5 to facilitate
progression through
subject disciplines
while at AJK.

SUBJECT SPECIALISTS
In KS2, English and maths
are taught by subject
specialists who meet
regularly to solve problems
collaboratively and further
improve our curriculum.

RESEARCHKNOWLEDGE-RICH
INFORMED
Knowledge and skills are
Our curriculum is built
explicitly defined in
around ‘best bets’ from
schemes of work,
the research of cognitive
providing clarity for
scientists and relevant
teachers, pupils and
subject communities.
subject leaders.

ASSESSMENT CYCLE
RESOURCES
We have three assessment All resources are stored
points throughout the
centrally, reducing
year. Data from these are workload while allowing
analysed carefully to
for collaborative
suggest changes to
innovation and iteration
planning and teaching.
over time.

DEPTH BEFORE
BREADTH
We ensure that pupils
have mastered key
learning before moving
on, focusing on doing
fewer things, better.

ENRICHMENT
Wherever possible,
opportunities are taken
to extend and enliven
the curriculum, raising
aspirations and
cultivating curiosity.

PRIORITIES 2020-21
To ensure that curriculum
development is grounded in
research-informed practice.

To ensure our
curriculum is fullyresourced.

To train teachers in effective
reading strategies for use
across the curriculum.

In event of closure, to
deliver a high quality of
education remotely.

COVID-19: ADDENDUM
The extended period that pupils have had out of the classroom has invariably left gaps in knowledge, skill
and understanding. However, we believe that national discourse has exaggerated a sense of helplessness
and fatalism. When we talk about resuming the curriculum to parents, pupils and each other, our language
must be positive and filled with hope.
We will have additional baseline tests in English and maths at the start of the year to help us identify where
gaps are. We will make sure that we have the time to talk to each other about the changes we need to
make. Our interventions will truly make a difference to those that need it most. As well as using
summative assessment to show the gaps, we know that true progress can be made best in the classroom. To
that end we will be as reactive as possible – relentlessly checking for understanding through show
call, intentional monitoring, diagnostic questioning, low stakes quizzing and providing lots of high-quality
feedback in our lessons.

CURRICULUM PRIORITIES 2020-2021
OBJECTIVE
To provide an excellent quality of education to all pupils at all times.

MEETING OUR OBJECTIVE | CURRICULUM PRIORITIES
PRIORITY

RATIONALE

APPROACH

To ensure that
curriculum
development is
grounded in
researchinformed
practice.

Curriculum is one of the most
powerful levers at a school’s
disposal. Ensuring that we are
focusing our energy on ‘best
bets’, as identified by academicand practitioner-led research, is
therefore essential.

• CPD includes a focus on the principles
underpinning curriculum development
at AJK.
• Iterations on the curriculum focus on
‘best bets’ from cognitive science, such
as retrieval practice (DNAs; Mastery
Quizzes) and robust vocabulary
instruction.

To ensure our
curriculum is
fully-resourced.

Our scholars deserve and are
entitled to a broad and balanced
curriculum. We have a duty to
ensure that we teach the full
range of primary subjects to the
same high level of excellence.
Fully-resourcing our curriculum
will also allow for future iteration
and innovation, propelling us to
greater and greater heights.

• Launch of bespoke curricula for
geography and R.E.
• Adoption of fully-resourced schemes for
computing, D&T, music and pastoral.
• Increased P.E. provision through new
lunchtime sessions.
• Lead planners iterate on existing
resources in other subjects in line with
subject priorities, with support from
relevant subject leads.

To train teachers
in effective
reading strategies
for use across the
curriculum.

Fluent reading ability is linked to
a number of metrics of success in
life – including health and
happiness – and is one of the
biggest predictors of academic
achievement. Our scholars have a
right to read at an excellent level.
We therefore must take all
possible opportunities to ensure
they receive rigorous reading
instruction, in a culture where
books and texts are treasured.

• All teaching staff to be trained in key
strategies from Doug Lemov’s Reading
Reconsidered:
• Control the Game
• Accountable Independent
Reading (AIR)
• Explicit vocabulary instruction
• CPD to focus on formative assessment,
using strategies like Cold Call and Show
Me to monitor understanding.
• Geography and R.E. units have been
redesigned to provide extra reading
practice opportunities.

In event of
closure, to deliver
a high quality of
education
remotely.

With Covid-19 still a factor, it is
important that we are prepared
for any and all scenarios. We
must ensure that any further
disruption to our scholars’
education is minimal and that
progress is maintained.

• For more details, see the Covid-19
Contingencies section on page 12.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
CURRICULUM TEAM
Name

Role

Mide Ola-Said

Senior Primary Vice-Principal

Tom Etheridge

Senior Teacher for Curriculum;
Head of Mathematics

Madeleine Roberts

Head of English

SUBJECT LEADS

Name

Role

Madeleine Roberts

Head of English

Tom Etheridge

Head of Mathematics

Jess McGroary

STEM Lead

Emmy Stanley

Pastoral Curriculum Lead

Alex Verrall

P.E. Lead

TBC

Music Lead

TBC

Art/D&T Lead

TBC

Phonics Co-Ordinator

For questions regarding geography, history, French or religious education, please speak to the Senior
Teacher for Curriculum.

5

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT: SUBJECT LEVELS

4

3

2

1

0

2019

2020

2021

Criteria

5

The curriculum is lived and breathed throughout AJK.
•
Teachers’ pedagogy and subject knowledge is highly-effective.
•
Purposeful ‘wow’ moments are woven into the fabric of the subject.
•
Multiple opportunities for enrichment are provided.
•
Cross-curricular links are clear and firmly-embedded in practice.
•
Assessments effectively assess the quality of the curriculum, providing teachers with useful data.

4

The curriculum is coherent and resourced.
•
Teachers’ pedagogy and subject knowledge is effective.
•
Further work is needed to add purposeful ‘wow’ moments and enrichment opportunities.
•
Cross-curricular links are identified but may not yet be used to great effect.
•
Assessments provide useful data, although there may be room to improve their validity.

3

The curriculum is in place, but requires further development to achieve its full impact. This may include:
•
Tightening up the cohesion of the intended curriculum
•
Improving the implemented curriculum through developing teachers’ subject and pedagogical
knowledge
•
Improving evaluation systems by continuing to refine assessment.

2

The curriculum is in a developmental phase.
•
Work is ongoing to ensure that all units of work are fully-resourced and well-sequenced.
•
There may still be gaps in the curriculum.
•
Teachers’ subject and pedagogical knowledge may be stronger than the intended curriculum,
although this may not be the case.
•
Assessment systems, if they exist, may not yet be effective or fit for purpose.

1

There is limited provision for the subject.
•
What provision there is, is reliant on a scheme.
•
Improving the quality of the curriculum and subject-specific teaching is not currently a priority.

0

There is no provision for this subject at the moment.

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT: SUBJECT UPDATES 2020-21
This academic year, we are making the following changes to our curriculum:
SUBJECT

2020-21

English

Some units revised. Lead planners to amend resources in line
with subject priorities, with support from HoE.

Mathematics

Lead planners to amend resources in line with subject
priorities, with support from HoM.

Science

Lead planners to amend resources in line with subject
priorities, with support from the STEM Lead.

History

Lead planners to amend resources in line with subject
priorities, with support from the Senior Teacher for
Curriculum.

Geography

Launch of a new, bespoke curriculum in KS2 to replace
PlanBee.

Pastoral

Shift from Character to Pastoral Curriculum. Adoption of
Jigsaw resources. Launch of statutory RSE content.

Religious Education

Launch of a new, bespoke curriculum in KS1 & KS2. Three
units a year (made up of four lessons each) will be added to the
end of geography, history and Science units at the end of each
long term.

Art & Design

Lead planners to amend resources in line with subject
priorities, with support from Art/D&T Lead.

Design & Technology

Launch of a new curriculum, built around the Design and
Technology Association’s Projects on a Page. 3 projects a year,
completed on drop-down days.

Physical Education

Introduction of a new lunchtime P.E. netball curriculum. No
swimming due to Covid-19.

Computing

Launch of Kapow Computing, a fully-resourced online
computing curriculum, to replace previous computing schemes
of work.

French

Lead planners to amend resources in line with subject
priorities, with support from the Senior Teacher for
Curriculum.

Music

Amendments due to Covid-19. Use of Charanga Music platform
to aid music instruction. Djembe and Ukulele teaching to take
place in-house.

Homework

Use of Doodle and TT Rockstars/Numbots in Ks1/Ks2.

ASSESSMENT 2020-21
OVERVIEW
New Assessments
Statutory Assessments
AJK Assessments
Autumn 1
N
EExAT Baseline
EExAT Baseline
R

Y1

Autumn 2
EExAT
EExAT

Spring 1
GLD prediction

Spring 2
EExAT
EExAT

RWI

RWI

RWI

RWI

EExAT
assessment

RWI

RWI /PM

RWI

PUMA/PIRA

Science

Summer 1
RWI

EExAT

RWI /PM

RWI /PM
Writing TA

Y2

RWI
RWI
Phonics screening
PUMA/PIRA
Writing TA
Science

RWI /PM

RWI

RWI / PM

RWI

RWI / PM

RWI

NGRT

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

SATs

Science

Arithmetic

Science

PUMA/PIRA

Science

PUMA/PIRA

Phonics
screening
Arithmetic

Writing TA
Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

PUMA/PIRA

Science

PUMA/PIRA

Science

PM Benchmark for
below readers

Writing TA

NGRT

Y3

Summer 2
EExAT
EYFS Profile

PM Benchmark
for below readers

Writing TA

Science

Arithmetic
PUMA/PIRA
NGRT
PM Benchmark
for below readers

Arithmetic

PM Benchmark
for below readers
Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Science

PUMA/PIRA

Science

PM Benchmark for
below readers

PUMA/PIRA

Y4

Writing TA

Writing TA

PM Benchmark
for below readers

MTC

Arithmetic
PUMA/PIRA

Y5

NGRT

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

PM Benchmark
for below readers

Science

PUMA/PIRA

Science

PM Benchmark for
below readers

Science
PUMA/PIRA
Writing TA

Writing TA

Science

PM Benchmark
for below readers
Mock SATs

Mock SATs

Arithmetic
PUMA/PIRA
NGRT

Mock SATs

SATs
Science

Y6

PM Benchmark
for below readers
Arithmetic
PUMA/PIRA

Writing TA

Writing TA

Science

PM Benchmark
for below readers

Science

STATUTORY ASSESSMENTS
Event
Reception Baseline
KS1 SATs
Phonics Screening check (Year 1)
Phonics Screening check (Year 2)
KS2 SATs
Multiplication tables check (Year 4)

Date
Wed 2nd Sep – Wed 14th Oct
May 2021
Mon 7th June – Fri 11th Jun
TBC – Autumn 2
Mon 10th May – Thu 13th May
Mon 7th June – Fri 25th June

INTERNAL ASSESSMENTS | KEY INFORMATION
Event

Year Group

Paper Used

Deadlines

Data Input

Fri 18th Sep

NGRT

Mon 5th Oct
(marked)

CCR

AUTUMN 1
NGRT

Y2-Y6

PUMA/PIRA

Y2-Y6

Summer from
previous year
group

Thursday 8th Oct
(uploaded)
Writing TA

Y2-Y6

Thursday 8th Oct

CCR

Arithmetic

Y2-Y6

Thursday 8th Oct

CCR

EYFS Baseline
(EExAT)

EYFS

Wed 21st Oct

EExAT

RWI Phonics

Reception/Y1

Wed 21st Oct

CCR

PM
Benchmarking

All KS1;
KS2 WTS pupils

Wed 21st Oct

Send to HoE

Tues 17th Nov
(marked)

CCR

New Autumn 1
paper

AUTUMN 2
Mock SATs

Y6

2018 papers

Fri 20th Nov
(uploaded)
Arithmetic

Y2-Y5

New Autumn 2
paper

Fri 20th Nov

CCR

Science

Y2-Y6

EoT assessment

Tues 15th Dec

Bromcom

EExAT Data Entry

EYFS

Wed 16th Dec

EExAT

RWI Phonics

Reception/Y1

Wed 16th Dec

CCR

SPRING 1

PUMA/PIRA

Y1-Y5

Autumn paper

Fri 29th Jan
(marked)

CCR

Wed 3rd Feb
(uploaded)
Writing TA

Y1-Y5

Wed 3rd Feb

CCR

Arithmetic

Y2-Y5

Fri 5th Feb

CCR

EYFS GLD
Predictions

Reception

Wed 10th Feb

CCR

RWI Phonics

Reception/Y1

Wed 10th Feb

CCR

Mock SATs

Y6

Monday 1st Feb
(marked)

CCR

New Spring 1
paper

2019 papers

Thurs 4th Feb
(uploaded)
PM
Benchmarking

All KS1;
KS2 WTS pupils

Wed 10th Feb

Send to HoE

Fri 26th March

CCR

SPRING 2
Arithmetic

Y2-Y5

New Spring 2
paper

RWI Phonics

Reception/Y1

Mon 29th March

CCR

EExAT Data Entry

EYFS

Mon 29th March

EExAT

Science

Y1-Y6

Mon 29th March

Bromcom

Wed 26th May

CCR

EoT assessment

SUMMER 1
Arithmetic

Y3-Y5

New Summer 1
paper

RWI Phonics

Reception/Y1

Wed 26th May

CCR

PM
Benchmarking

All KS1;
KS2 WTS pupils

Wed 26th May

Send to HoE

SUMMER 2
PUMA/PIRA

Y1, Y3, Y4

Summer paper

Friday 9th July
(marked)

CCR

Wed 14th July
(uploaded)
Writing TA

Y1, Y3, Y4

Mock SATs

Y5

2018 papers

Wed 14th July

CCR

Fri 9th July
(marked)

CCR

Wed 14th July
(uploaded)
Science

Y1-Y6

EExAT
RWI Phonics

EoT assessment

Wed 14th July

Bromcom

EYFS

Fri 16th July

EExAT

Reception/Y1

Fri 16th July

CCR

COVID-19 CONTINGENCIES
LEVEL OF
OUTBREAK

ACTION

Class/year
bubble
quarantine

After testing, if individual pupils are diagnosed with Covid-19 then the pupil’s class/
year will be in quarantine for 14 days.
Our response to a 14-day quarantine will be as follows:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Local
lockdown/
country-wide
lockdown

Children are to take home individual stationery packs;
Children will receive resource packs provided by Ark Central for mathematics,
English and humanities;
Children will take photos of their learning and upload to Class Dojo so that
teachers can monitor progress and offer supportive feedback if appropriate;
Teachers will call pupils to provide feedback and check in on pupils (x2 a week).

Our response, in the first instance, to either a local or national lockdown will be as
follows:
➢
➢

➢
➢

➢

Children are to take home their individual stationery packs and their current
exercise books;
Teachers will share lessons via Class Dojo/Seesaw, often in reference to Oak
National Academy lessons that are tailored for every objective in the primary
curriculum;
Teachers will be able to engage with pupils who require additional support
through phone calls or Class Dojo/Seesaw;
Children will take photos of their learning and upload to Class Dojo/Seesaw so
that teachers can monitor progress and offer supportive feedback if
appropriate;
Chosen learning activities will follow our curriculum sequencing and will be of
high quality. More detail on Oak National Academy can be found here:
https://www.thenational.academy/information-for-teachers.

Where children can’t access the internet, they will receive home-learning packs
(paper-based) to complete.
The principles for curriculum delivery during quarantine/lockdown are as follows:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Children will receive learning opportunities for a range of subjects each day;
Learning will be sequenced as close to our current curriculum model as possible;
Doodle and TT Rockstars will be used to supplement provision;
High-quality explanations will be made by teachers using videos posted on Class Dojo/Seesaw, or
via online curriculum resources such as Oak National Academy;
Pupil work will be checked through uploads to Class Dojo or Seesaw;
Oak National content that specialises in SEND will be offered accordingly, alongside packages
made available through the SEND team.

SUBJECT OVERVIEWS
RATIONALE
The following pages contain an overview of all of the subjects studied at AJK in the Primary phase. Our
curriculum has been carefully designed, working backward from university. To make the most of this
powerful 15 year alignment, it is imperative that all teaching staff are aware of how each subject
develops from EYFS through to KS2; know how it is taught in each phase; and are aware of the
knowledge and skills that underpin our long-term curriculum planning. The subsequent pages have
been designed to ensure that every member of staff feels confident talking about the above, and –
ultimately – can use this information to plan for even deeper learning and more rapid progression.

SUBJECT OVERVIEWS

Each subject has a one-page summary that sets out:
• Our vision for the subject;
• How the subject is taught at AJK, from EYFS up to KS2;
• The key knowledge and skills that underpin each subject;
• Priorities for the 2020-21 academic year (linked to our overall curriculum priorities);
• A Covid-19 Addendum, if necessary for individual subjects.

Each subject also has a ‘road map’, setting out all units from EYFS-KS2:
• Where appropriate, thematic strands have been highlighted using colours linked to the relevant onepager;
• NB English and Maths progression documents can be found on the Shared Drive in the relevant
subject folders.

SUBJECTS 2020-21
Science
History
Geography
Pastoral | Character
Religious Education
Art & Design
Design & Technology
Physical Education
Computing
French
Music

SCIENCE
VISION
At AJK, we aim to provide scholars with scientific knowledge and concepts that will provide a
firm foundation as they continue their studies after KS2. Our backwards-planned curriculum
carefully develops scientific skills, gradually inducting scholars into the scientific method. We
believe strongly in the power of carefully-sequenced practical work to embed and deepen
understanding, as well as to inspire a new generation of children to consider STEM careers in
the future.

SCIENCE AT AJK

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

EYFS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their understanding of
science through a play-based
explorative curriculum. They
compare animals and materials,
explore shape, space and measures
and consider the use of technology
in homes and schools.

KS1

In Years 1 & 2, scholars study science
through discrete lessons. They
study three topics a year, developing
their foundational knowledge as well
as their ability to work scientifically.

KS2

In Years 3, 4, 5 & 6, scholars have
discrete science lessons every
week. One full term is spent on each
of biology, chemistry and
physics. As they progress through
KS2, scholars begin to plan and
carry out experiments with
increasing independence.

Throughout their time at AJK, scholars are
given opportunities to engage with the
following modes of scientific enquiry:
• Asking questions
• Observing closely
• Planning and performing simple
tests
• Identifying and classifying
• Making predictions based on
knowledge and experience
• Gathering and recording data
• Drawing conclusions from data
As scholars move through their time in
Primary school, they engage with the skills
above with increasing independence.
Key knowledge and concepts are
outlined in schemes of work. The spiral
nature of the science curriculum ensures
that concepts are returned to and developed
in greater depth throughout KS1 and KS2.

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Ensure DNAs provide
opportunities for retrieval of
key knowledge and skills.

Ensure practical experiences and
scientific skills are embedded
into all units of work.

Embed cross-curricular
links in curriculum
resources.

AJK | Primary Science Units

Adaptations

Light

How scientists work

Space and forces

Changes of
materials

Life cycles

Year 6

Classification

Particles and
states of matter

Light and forces

Hard materials

Year 4

Year 5

Sound and electricity

Plants

Year 3

Humans

How do plants
grow?

What are plants?

Materials and
seasons

Year 2

Living things and their
habitats

Types of
animal

EYFS
ELG: Shape, space
and measures

ELG: Technology

ELG: The World

Year 1

HISTORY
VISION
At AJK, we aim to create knowledgeable individuals with the inspiration and curiosity to
develop their understanding of our world and how it has changed over time. Through a
coherent, knowledge-rich curriculum, we will support our scholars to identify changes and
contrasts within and across societies, developing a sense of place in time. By so doing, we hope
that scholars will gain a richer sense of their historical identity, as well as of the forces that
have shaped the world we live in today.

HISTORY AT AJK

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

EYFS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their understanding of the
past through a play-based
explorative curriculum. They
talk about past and present events in
their own lives and those of their
families and consider change over
time.

Our units are designed to explore the
following historical big ideas:
• Change and continuity
• Cause and consequence
• Similarity and difference
• Significance
• Evaluating sources

KS1

In Years 1 & 2, scholars study history
through ‘topic’ lessons, introducing
them to some of the ways that
historians think and the problems
they try to solve.

KS2

In Years 3, 4, 5 & 6, scholars have
discrete history lessons every
week. Each year group learns about a
key historical concept, explored
through an ancient, medieval and
modern case study.

We have also carefully mapped out key
substantive concepts that will support
study beyond KS2:
• Leaders
• Change
• Ordinary people’s lives
• Empire
• Revolt/rebellion
• War
Each year group studies one of these
concepts in detail, revisiting previous
concepts in greater depth in the process.

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Ensure DNAs provide
opportunities for retrieval of
key knowledge and skills.

Provide greater challenge
through consideration of
similarity and difference,
and continuity and change.

Embed reading of challenging
texts into the teaching of
history at AJK.

AJK | Primary History Units
WAR

Local Study –
WW1

Samurai

Year 6

The Hundred Years’
War

REVOLT/REBELLION

The American War
of Independence

Boudicca’s
Rebellion

The Peasants’
Revolt

EMPIRE

Ancient Rome

Year 4

Benin

The British Empire

ORDINARY PEOPLE’S LIVES

Ancient Egypt

Medieval England

Victorian London

Year 3

LEADERS

Year 2

Year 5

Amazing
Individuals

The Great Fire of
London

Explorers and
Expeditions

CHANGE

The Seaside:
Now and Then

Toys: Now and
Then

Kings and
Queens

EYFS
ELG: People and
Communities

ELG: The World

Year 1

GEOGRAPHY
VISION
At AJK, we believe passionately in the ability of geography to increase our understanding of and sense of wonder about - the world in which we live, opening our eyes to the ways in which
we shape and are shaped by that world. We aim to provide a rigorous geography curriculum
that explores, recognises and celebrates human diversity and commonality – while alerting us
to some of the challenges we face as a species. In so doing, we hope to empower our scholars
with the knowledge and skills required to take their place in one of humanity’s greatest
debates: how to create a sustainable and equitable future.

GEOGRAPHY AT AJK
EYFS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their understanding of the
world through a play-based
explorative curriculum. They
compare their lives with those of
others, and discuss similarity and
difference between places.

KS1

In Years 1 & 2, scholars study
geography through ‘topic’ lessons,
introducing them to some of the
ways that geographers think and the
problems they try to solve.

KS2

In Years 3, 4, 5 & 6, scholars have
discrete geography lessons
every week. Each unit is structured
around a geographical ‘enquiry
question’. Each year consists of
three physical and two human
geography units. At the end of the
year, new knowledge and skills are
applied to a case study about a
region of the world.

All

All scholars have numerous
fieldwork opportunities, in
which they ask and answer questions
about our local area.

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
Our units are designed to expose the
following geographical big ideas:
• Human and physical features of places
interact
• Processes shape places over time
• Places are always changing due to the
dynamism of processes
• People affect and are affected by the
places in which they live
• Geographical features create diversity.
• We can act sustainably, to protect our
planet for the future
• Our understanding of the world changes
at different scales
Throughout our units, we will also develop
key geographical skills, such as map
reading, map drawing, sketching and data
gathering and recording. We will apply
these in a context-rich environment to help
deepen our enquiries.
We have also carefully mapped out key
substantive concepts that are revisited at
greater depth as scholars progress through
the school. These concepts have been
selected to support further study after KS2.

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Develop a bespoke, fullyresourced geography
curriculum for AJK.

Embed reading of challenging
texts into the teaching of
geography at AJK.

Provide explicit
opportunities for fieldwork
in the local area.

AJK | Primary Geography Units
Biomes, Climate Zones
and Vegetation Belts

Deforestation

Globalisation

Environmental
Challenges

Rivers

Year 6

Deserts

Migration

Trade

Mountains, Earthquakes
and Volcanoes

Grasslands

The Water Cycle

Year 5

Rainforests

Weather and
Climate

Year 4

Population

Intro to Geography

Oceans

Resources

Villages, Towns
and Cities

Energy and
Sustainability

The Earth

Africa

Our Wonderful World

Maps and Globes

Water

The United Kingdom

Around my
School

ELG: Shape, Space
and Measures

ELG: People and
Communities

ELG: The World

Year 2

EYFS

Year 3

Year 1

PASTORAL
VISION
At AJK, we aim to build habits of mind and body that will support all of our scholars on the
journey to becoming thoughtful citizens making reflective choices over their personal lives.
Through our pastoral curriculum, we strive to provide the time and space to consider the
challenges and opportunities that life presents. Wherever possible, we take opportunities to
broaden scholars’ horizons, raising aspirations while fostering key values of empathy,
tolerance and resilience.

PASTORAL AT AJK

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

EYFS,
KS1 &
LKS2

From Nursery to Year 4,
scholars have weekly
explicit lessons as part of
our pastoral curriculum.
They study 6 units a year,
covering a range of PSHE
and SRE topics.

UKS2

In Years 5 and 6, scholars
have weekly pastoral
lessons. These pick up on
key AJK values and are
designed to support scholars
with transition to secondary
school.

All

Every afternoon, 15 minutes
is allocated for pastoral
time. This provides further
space for reflection and wellbeing.

Our pastoral curriculum engages with the
following broad themes:
• Being me in my world: scholars learn to
recognise their self-worth and discuss
resilience when facing challenges
• Celebrating difference: scholars learn about
the lives of others, considering the value of
empathy in modern society
• Dreams & goals: scholars consider their
aspirations and study the lives of those who
have overcome challenges
• Healthy me: scholars learn about the
importance of a healthy diet and exercise
• Relationships: scholars consider interactions
between people and how these can affect wellbeing
• Changing me: scholars learn about the
development of the human body. They also
consider transition to the next stage of their
education

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Implement the new AJK
pastoral curriculum, including
statutory RSE content.

Refine the Year 5 and Year
6 curriculum to support
effective transition to
secondary school.

Ensure that all teachers
feel confident teaching
statutory RSE content.

AJK | Primary Pastoral Units
Being me in
my world

Year 6

Being me in
my world

Year 4

Being me in
my world

Year 2

Celebrating
difference

Changing
me

Relationships

Celebrating
difference

Changing
me

Healthy
me

Healthy
me

Dreams and
goals

Relationships

Healthy
me

Healthy
me

Dreams and
goals

Relationships

Celebrating
difference

Changing
me

Dreams and
goals

Healthy
me

Healthy
me

Relationships

Dreams
and goals

Celebrating
difference

Relationships

Dreams
and goals

Changing
me

Celebrating
difference

Relationships

Dreams
and goals

Changing
me

Changing
me

Celebrating
difference

Being me in
my world

Year 5

Being me in
my world

Year 3

Being me in
my world

Year 1
EYFS
Being me in
my world

Celebrating
difference

Dreams and
goals

Healthy
me

Relationships

Changing
me

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
VISION
At AJK, we believe that a coherent and rigorous religious education curriculum is an essential
means by which to explore questions as to the purpose of life, the nature of reality, issues of
morality and the interaction between culture and society. It is a powerful lens through which
we can ask questions about what it means to be human – and explore a range of answers to
that question. We aim to expose scholars to a range of competing ideas, beliefs and practices,
supporting them to understand the reasons for, and nature of, cultural and religious diversity.
In so doing, we have taken efforts to avoid flattening differences between religions, to explore
differences of belief and practice within religions, and to give voice to non-religious
viewpoints.

R.E. AT AJK

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

EYFS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their understanding of the
world through a play-based
explorative curriculum. They
consider similarities and differences
between the views and traditions of
their own family and community
and those of others.

KS1 &
KS2

Scholars from Year 1 to Year 6 have
four R.E. lessons per term.
Each term, they study a different
religion: Christianity, Islam and
Hinduism. They attempt to
answer an overarching ‘enquiry
question’ that allows for analysis
of similarity and difference within
and between religions.

Each of the four lessons per term is
designed to address the following big ideas
of R.E.:
• Core beliefs
• Sources of wisdom (including holy
texts and key figures)
• Ways of life
• Acts of worship (both private and
public)
We have also carefully mapped out key
substantive concepts that are revisited at
greater depth as scholars progress through
the school. These concepts have been
selected to support further study after KS2.
For a full list of enquiry questions, please
see the R.E. Curriculum Map.

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Develop a bespoke R.E.
curriculum for AJK.

Successfully implement new
R.E. units of work.

Embed reading of
challenging texts into the
teaching of R.E. at AJK.

AJK | Primary R.E. Units
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE?

Islam

Christianity

Year 6

Hinduism

HOW SHOULD WE EXIST TOGETHER?

Hinduism

Islam

Christianity

DOES LIFE HAVE PURPOSE?

Islam

Christianity

Year 4

Year 5

Hinduism

HOW DO WE KNOW RIGHT FROM WRONG?

Hinduism

Islam

Christianity

WHERE DID EVERYTHING BEGIN?

Islam

Christianity

Year 2

Year 3

Hinduism

WHAT IS RELIGION?

Hinduism

Islam

Christianity

Year 1
EYFS
ELG: People and
Communities

ELG: The World

ART & DESIGN
VISION
At AJK, our art and design curriculum will enable scholars to begin to develop an
understanding of the formal elements of art and design. They will be able to recognise,
explain, create and apply these within their own art works. Scholars will explore a wide range
of ideas, techniques and processes, taking inspiration from a variety of sources. They will also
develop their understanding and appreciation of art and design within society and the world
around them, leading them to understand the importance of art as a discipline.

ART & DESIGN AT AJK

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

EYFS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their artistic and fine- and
gross-motor skills through a playbased explorative curriculum.
They use a range of materials, tools
and techniques to experiment
imaginatively with colour, design,
texture, form and function.

Our art and design curriculum develops
scholars’ competencies with the following
key formal elements:
• Composition
• Tone
• Texture
• Form
• Colour theory

KS1

In Years 1 and 2, scholars have
discrete weekly art lessons.
They explore 6 units a year.

Scholars work with a range of media,
including pencils, clay, paint and ink.

KS2

In Years 3, 4, 5 & 6, scholars have
discrete weekly art lessons.
They build on the knowledge and
skills developed in KS1, gradually
assuming more autonomy for
selection of materials, media and
techniques.

They develop the knowledge and skills
required to create drawings, sculptures,
collages and paintings, as well as
completing depth studies of famous
historical artists and artistic styles.
Where possible, cross-curricular links
are made with regions or civilisations
studied in history or geography.

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Provide CPD to staff on
improving scholars’ drawing
skills.

Evaluate all units of work for
coherence and application of key
skills.

Develop a system for
timely purchase of Art
resources.

AJK | Primary Art Units
Selfportraits

Year 6

The art of
Japan

War art

Prop makers

Keith
Haring

Henry
Moore

Art illusions

Dream
catchers

Poster art Boudicca

Roman
mosaics

Pablo
Picasso

Benin masks

Abstract
weather art

Selfportraits

Henry
Moore

Selfportraits

Year 5
American
poster art

Year 4

Ancient
Egypt

Art and flags

African
landscapes

Poster art

Henri
Matisse

Silhouette art
and framing

Tudor
houses

Portraits of
explorers

Selfportraits

Alexander
Calder
Selfportraits

Year 3

Decorative
maps

Year 2

Creating a
fossil

Painting our
city

Sculpting
with nature

Portraits

Selfportraits

Painting the
waves
ELG: Exploring and using
media and materials

EYFS

ELG: Being
imaginative

Year 1

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
VISION
At AJK, we believe in the power of design and technology to spark scholars’ imaginations,
providing them with opportunities to put their creativity to use in designing products that
solve real and relevant problems. By providing a rigorous and knowledge-rich curriculum, we
aim to inspire scholars to take risks, be resourceful and innovate to cater for their own and
others’ needs – drawing on skills developed from other STEM and art subjects. We also hope
to enable them to evaluate critically the impact of design and technology on their daily lives.

D&T AT AJK
EYFS

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their design skills through a
play-based explorative
curriculum. They use a range of
materials, tools and techniques to
develop their creativity, learning
about uses of technology in homes
and schools.

KS1 &
KS2

Scholars from Year 1 to Year 6
complete 3 D&T projects a year.
These projects are scheduled on
drop-down days. In 2021-22, the
aim is to increase the number of
projects to 6 per year. Projects are
carefully-selected to allow for
increased autonomy in choice of
materials and media.

Our design and technology units are
structured around the following process:
• Design
• Make
• Evaluate
In addition, scholars are provided with the
technical knowledge needed to:
• Build structures
• Strengthen structures
• Use mechanisms (e.g. levers,
sliders, wheels, axles, pulleys)
• Use electrical systems
• Program, monitor and control
products
• Prepare and cook a variety of
healthy meals
Throughout, there is an emphasis on
analysing existing products.

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Develop a bespoke D&T
curriculum for AJK.

Successfully implement new
D&T units of work.

Develop a system for
timely purchase of D&T
resources.

AJK | Primary D&T Units

Year 6

Pulleys or
gears

Celebrating culture
and seasonality

Combining different
fabric shapes

Celebrating culture
and seasonality

Frame structures

Cams

Year 5

Pneumatics

Year 4

Healthy and varied
diet

Year 2

Templates and
joining

Preparing fruit and
vegetables

Levers and
linkages

Simple circuits and
switches

2D shape to 3D
product

Shell structures

Sliders and levers

Preparing fruit and
vegetables

Freestanding
structures

Wheels and axles

EYFS
ELG: Technology

Year 3

Year 1

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
VISION
At AJK, we believe that all children should have access to a high-quality physical education.
Our P.E. curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils develop physical literacy and the
knowledge, skills and understanding to excel in a wide range of physical activities. Our P.E.
curriculum also aims to promote a healthy and active lifestyle, supporting scholars to
understand that this can contribute to improved well-being. Through P.E., we hope to expose
scholars to competition in a supportive environment, allowing them to excel to their full
potential.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AT AJK
EYFS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
develop their fine- and gross-motor
skills through a play-based
explorative curriculum.
Towards the end of Nursery, and in
Reception, they also receive weekly
explicit P.E. lessons.

KS1 &
KS2

In Years 1 and 2, scholars have
discrete weekly P.E. lessons.
They explore 6 units a year,
including (in Years 1 and 3) two
spent learning to swim.

All

Lunchtimes include a 20 minute
organised netball session,
designed to supplement and
augment the time that scholars
spend engaged in physical activity
at school.

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
Our P.E. curriculum has been designed to
provide scholars with the fundamental
knowledge needed to:
• Be physically literate
• Understand the importance of daily
exercise
• Understand the nature and importance of
a healthy diet

We also aim to develop the following skills:
• Running and jumping
• Throwing and catching
• Balance, agility and co-ordination
• Dance
• Swimming
• Communication and team work
• Applying the above in a range of
competitive games

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Ensure necessary equipment
is available for all units of
work.

Successfully launch the
lunchtime netball initiative.

Ensure that all scholars
receive their weekly
entitlement of P.E.

COVID-19 ADDENDUM
Due to restrictions in place as a result of Covid-19, Year 1 and Year 3 will not go swimming in
the Autumn Term. Instead, for the 2020-21 academic year, Year 1 will study ‘Fundamentals’
and ‘Ball Skills’; Year 3 will study ‘Netball’ and ‘Football’.

AJK | P.E. Units
Invasion
games: football

Invasion games:
netball

Fitness

Year 6

Striking:
cricket

Tag rugby

Striking:
rounders

Gymnastics

Athletics

Invasion
games: football

Invasion
games: netball

Athletics

Invasion
games: football

Invasion
games: netball

Dance

Tag rugby

Striking:
cricket

Year 5

Athletics

Year 4

Striking:
cricket

Tag rugby

Dance

Swimming

Gymnastics

Invasion

Striking and
fielding

Swimming

Athletics

Net and
wall

Gymnastics

Year 3

Athletics

Year 2

Sending and
receiving

Dance

Bouncing
and catching

Swimming

Swimming

Athletics
Listen and
follow

EYFS

Dance

Balance
bikes

Gymnastics

Ball
skills

Year 1

Athletics

COMPUTING
VISION
At AJK, we aim to ensure that all our scholars are digitally literate – able to use, understand
and express themselves through ICT safely and responsibly. We also believe strongly in the
power of a rigorous computing curriculum to deepen and extend mathematical, scientific and
D&T skills, setting scholars up for an increasingly digital and inter-disciplinary world.

COMPUTING AT AJK
KS1
&
KS2

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

Scholars receive explicit
computing lessons either once a
week, or once every two weeks. They
study 6 units a year, learning to use
and understand a range of
technologies.

Our computing curriculum is built around
the following key areas:
• Digital literacy and online safety
• Computational thinking
• Computers and hardware
• Coding

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Successfully implement new
Kapow Computing Curriculum.

Acquire another set of Chrome
Books.

Ensure systems are in
place for use of equipment.

FRENCH
VISION
At AJK, we believe that learning a foreign language provides our scholars with an opening to
other cultures, fostering curiosity and deepening their understanding of the world. We also
aim to use our MFL lessons to highlight similarities and differences between languages,
drawing on the many second or third languages spoken by members of our school community.

FRENCH AT AJK
KS2

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

In Years 3, 4 & 5, scholars have
weekly discrete French lessons.
They study 6 units a year, developing
their speaking and listening, and
reading and writing skills.

French lessons at AJK aim to develop the
following key skills:
• Listening
• Speaking
• Reading
• Writing

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Fully-resource the French
curriculum with simple flips.

Create knowledge organisers for
each unit to specify content.

Prioritise speaking and
listening in lessons.

AJK | Computing Units
Bletchley
Park 1

Year 6

Bletchley
Park 2

Intro to
Python

Big Data 1&2

Skills
Showcase

Mars
Rover 1

Sonic Pi

Search
engines

Micro:bit

HTML

Investigating
weather

Online
safety

Mars
Rover 2

Collaborative
working

The internet

Website
design

Year 5

Computational
thinking

Year 4

Programming:
Scratch

Digital
literacy

Top trumps
databases

Journey inside
a computer

Emailing

Networks

Word
processing

What is a
computer?

Programming: Algorithms
ScratchJr
and debugging

International
Space Station

Year 3

Stop
motion

Year 2

Introduction
to data

Digital
imagery

Algorithms
unplugged

Programming
Bee-Bots

Getting
started

Rocket to the
moon

Year 1
EYFS
ELG: Technology

AJK | French Units
NOT TAUGHT

Year 6

En
vacances

En ville

La
nourriture

À l’école

Quelle heure
est-il?

Les fêtes

Où vas-tu?

On mange!

Salut,
Gustave!

Chez
moi

Encore!

Year 5

Le cirque

Year 4

Ma famille

Les animaux

Mon corps

En classe
Bonjour

Bon
anniversaire

NOT TAUGHT IN KS1

Year 2

Year 3

NOT TAUGHT IN KS1

NOT TAUGHT IN EYFS
EYFS

Year 1

MUSIC
VISION
At AJK, we know that music is an essential part of the human experience, allowing us to
express and feel thoughts and emotions that do not easily translate into words. We aim to
provide our scholars with the foundations they need to progress to a more formal music
education, learning the key knowledge and skills that will enable them to innovate and be truly
creative. We also believe strongly that music is a powerful community-builder: singing and
playing as part of a group is one of life’s great pleasures.

MUSIC AT AJK
EYFS

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

In Nursery and Reception, scholars
sing songs and make music,
experimenting with ways of
changing them.

KS1

In Year 1, scholars learn the tin
whistle with staff from Enfield
Music Service, graduating to the
recorder in Year 2.

KS2

In Years 3 and 4, scholars learn to
play the Djembe. In Years 5 and 6,
they move on to the Ukulele.

All

There are weekly singing
assemblies for KS1 and KS2.
Scholars in KS2 also have the
opportunity to learn the piano
and/or violin with a peripatetic
music teacher.

Our music provision aims to ensure that all
scholars at AJK:
• Learn to sing and to use their voices
• Create and compose music on their
own and with others
• Learn a musical instrument
• Perform, listen to and evaluate
music from a range of historical periods,
genres, styles and traditions
• Understand and explore how music
is created, produced and
communicated
We focus on the following key concepts:
• Pitch
• Timbre
• Duration
• Texture
• Dynamics
• Structure
• Tempo
• Musical notations

PRIORITIES 2020-21

Successfully manage the
adapted Covid-secure
curriculum.

Encourage and promote music
through singing assemblies and
end of term concerts.

Re-establish a school choir
as soon as Covid regulations
allow.

COVID-19 ADDENDUM
Due to restrictions in place as a result of Covid-19, including changes in the way that Enfield
Music Service and peripatetic staff are operating, our music curriculum for 2020-21 is slightly
altered. Year 1 will use the Charanga music platform in class; Year 2 will also use Charanga
up until the end of Autumn Term. At that point, they will continue learning the tin whistle.

AJK | Primary Music Units
UKULELE

Year 6

UKULELE

DJEMBE DRUMS

Year 4

Year 5

DJEMBE DRUMS

RECORDER

Year 2

Year 3

TIN WHISTLE

Year 1
EYFS
ELG: Exploring and using
media and materials

